Position Title:

Student Research Assistant

Where:

Portland State University, Institute on Aging

Hours:

15 to 19 hours/week, Winter and Spring Terms, 2016

Compensation: $13-15 per hour
Application deadline:

Monday, December 21st, 2015 by 5pm

Is Aging in Your Future?
The aging of the baby boom generation is big news – Bill Clinton and George
W. Bush are 69 and Mick Jagger is 72. Often overlooked is the increasing
number of people who are over age 85, many of whom can no longer live in
their homes, but who do not want to enter a nursing home. Oregon is a
national leader in developing nursing home alternatives such as assisted
living and adult foster homes. Nationally, nearly one million older adults live
in one of these facility types. However, we lack current information about
these facilities and the people who live and work there.
The Institute on Aging is conducting research to describe the characteristics
of assisted living, dementia care, and adult foster home residents and staff.
Who lives in these settings? What are their health and social characteristics?
What are the costs, and what services are provided? We have just begun our
second annual survey, in collaboration with Oregon DHS, designed to ask
these and other important social and policy questions.
Duties/Responsibilities:
The student will work on a team led by Dr. Paula Carder. Responsibilities will
include:
 Assisting with primary data collection using structured
questionnaires, including follow up (via phone and email)
with survey participants
 Data entry, data management, data cleaning
 Locating and comparing national statistics to Oregon
statistics
 Participating in team meetings
 Assisting with other duties such as verifying quantitative
data and administrative tasks related to project
management (copies, mailing).

Requirements/Qualifications:
o Minimum requirements are good academic standing in the
student’s program of study.
o Experience in health care or social services is desired and a
background in gerontology and/or long-term care is
preferred.
o Specific requirements include knowledge of quantitative
data collection and analysis, interpersonal skills needed to
develop rapport with community partners, ability to follow
research protocols, skills in documentation and record
keeping, attention to detail, skills in communication and
collaboration with research team members, and ability to
work independently.
o Documented experience with Excel, SPSS, Access, and
Publisher is preferred.
o Students with quantitative data analysis experience,
including descriptive statistics, t-tests, Chi-square, and
regression analysis, are encouraged to apply.
Application Information:
To apply, please send letter of interest outlining past research
experience, a current CV or resume, and the names and contact
information of two references to:
Jackie Kohon
Portland State University, Institute on Aging
PO Box 751
Portland, OR, 97207
Phone: 503.725.5236
E-Mail: jacklynk@pdx.edu

